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Blessing of Animals  
 
At the beginning of October, we often see some very different members of God’s creation 
arrive at churches. A collection of animals, everything from dogs and cats to hamsters and 
in some places donkeys and elephants, is led to churches for a special part of our liturgy 
called the Blessing of the Animals. 

This custom is conducted in remembrance of Saint Francis of Assisi’s love for all creatures. 
Francis, whose feast day is October 4th, loved the larks flying about his hilltop town. He 
and his early brothers, staying in a small hovel, allowed themselves to be displaced by a 
donkey. And there was testimony in the cause for St. Clare of Assisi’s canonization that 
referred to her little cat. 

Our Prayers of the People today are based upon “The Canticle of the Sun”, a prayer/ hymn 
attributed to St. Francis of Assisi. Theologically, it identifies the elements of creation as 
sisters and brothers to humanity, and calls upon the forces of nature to praise God with us, 
and us with them. This version of prayers might be most beneficial during a 
commemoration of St. Francis.” (The Rev. Rick Morley) 

Every creature is important. The love we give to a pet, and receive from a pet, can draw us 
more deeply into the larger circle of life, into the wonder of our common relationship to 
our Creator. 

For single householders, a pet can be a true companion. Many people arrive home from 
work to find a furry friend overjoyed at their return. Many a senior has a lap filled with a 
purring fellow creature. The bond between person and pet is like no other relationship, 
because the communication between fellow creatures is at its most basic. 

“Blessed are you, Lord God, maker of all living creatures. You called forth fish in the sea, birds in the 
air and animals on the land. You inspired St. Francis to call all of them his brothers and sisters. We 
ask you to bless this pet. By the power of your love, enable it to live according to your plan. May we 
always praise you for all your beauty in creation. Blessed are you, Lord our God, in all your creatures! 
Amen.” 

This is but one prayer.  Today, we will pray prayers for pets.  And we bless the animals with 
a simple form of blessing often used. Most pets receive the sacramental spritz with dignity, 
though I must admit I have seen some cats flatten their ears a bit as the drops of water 
lightly pelt them.  (Adapted from essays by Kevin E. Mackin, O.F.M.; and our good friend, 
The Rev. Rick Morley, Saint Mark’s in Basking Ridge, New Jersey.) 
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Opening Hymn    The King of love my shepherd is 
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The Officiant begins the service with the following Opening Sentence. 

Officiant Grace to you and peace from God our Father and  
  from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
The Confession of Sin                                              BCP, p. 79 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Officiant and People together 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest alone says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 
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The Invitatory and Psalter          BCP, p. 80  

Officiant Lord, open our lips. 
People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is 
now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

The following Antiphon is said with the Invitatory Psalm 
The earth is the Lord's for he made it: Come let us adore him. 

Venite     Psalm 95:1-7            BCP, p. 82 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; *  
    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *  
    and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.  

For the Lord is a great God, *  
    and a great King above all gods.  
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *  
    and the heights of the hills are his also.  
The sea is his, for he made it, *  
    and his hands have molded the dry land. 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *  
    and kneel before the Lord our Maker.  
For he is our God,  
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 
    Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 
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The Psalm or Psalms Appointed 
Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 
Confitemini Domino, Et fecerunt vitulum 

1 Hallelujah! 
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, * 
for his mercy endures for ever. 

2 Who can declare the mighty acts of the LORD * 
or show forth all his praise? 

3 Happy are those who act with justice * 
and always do what is right! 

4 Remember me, O LORD, with the favor you have for your people, * 
and visit me with your saving help; 

5 That I may see the prosperity of your elect 
and be glad with the gladness of your people, * 
that I may glory with your inheritance. 

6 We have sinned as our forebears did; * 
we have done wrong and dealt wickedly. 

19 Israel made a bull-calf at Horeb * 
and worshiped a molten image; 

20 And so they exchanged their Glory * 
for the image of an ox that feeds on grass. 

21 They forgot God their Savior, * 
who had done great things in Egypt, 

22 Wonderful deeds in the land of Ham, * 
and fearful things at the Red Sea. 

23 So he would have destroyed them, 
had not Moses his chosen stood before him in the breach, * 
to turn away his wrath from consuming them. 

At the end of the Psalm is said 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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THE LESSONS 
 
A Reading from the Book of Exodus 
When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the 
people gathered around Aaron, and said to him, “Come, make gods for us, who shall 
go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, 
we do not know what has become of him.” Aaron said to them, “Take off the gold 
rings that are on the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring 
them to me.” So all the people took off the gold rings from their ears, and brought 
them to Aaron. He took the gold from them, formed it in a mold, and cast an image 
of a calf; and they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the 
land of Egypt!” When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made 
proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a festival to the LORD.” They rose early 
the next day, and offered burnt offerings and brought sacrifices of well-being; and the 
people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to revel. 

The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out 
of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; they have been quick to turn aside from 
the way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and 
have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who 
brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’” The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this 
people, how stiff-necked they are. Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot 
against them and I may consume them; and of you I will make a great nation.” 

But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, “O LORD, why does your wrath 
burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great 
power and with a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent 
that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from 
the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not 
bring disaster on your people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, 
how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your 
descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give 
to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’” And the LORD changed his 
mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 
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Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

16    The Song of Zechariah    Benedictus Dominus Deus 
          Luke 1: 68-79  

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; *  
    he has come to his people and set them free.  
He has raised up for us a mighty savior, *  
    born of the house of his servant David.  
Through his holy prophets he promised of old,  
that he would save us from our enemies, *  
    from the hands of all who hate us.  
He promised to show mercy to our fathers *  
    and to remember his holy covenant.  
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, *  
    to set us free from the hands of our enemies,  
Free to worship him without fear, *  
    holy and righteous in his sight  
    all the days of our life.  

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, *  
    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,  
To give his people knowledge of salvation *  
    by the forgiveness of their sins.  
In the tender compassion of our God *  
    the dawn from on high shall break upon us,  
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the  
                             shadow of death, *  
    and to guide our feet into the way of peace.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
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A Reading from the Book of Philippians    
My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in 
the Lord in this way, my beloved. 

I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask 
you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in 
the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose 
names are in the book of life. 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the 
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus. 

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is 
pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if 
there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things 
that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace 
will be with you. 

 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 

Canticle 21    You are God   Te Deum laudamus  
You are God: we praise you;  
You are the Lord; we acclaim you;  
You are the eternal Father:  
All creation worships you.  
To you all angels, all the powers of heaven,  
Cherubim and Seraphim, sing in endless praise:  
    Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
    heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
The glorious company of apostles praise you.  
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The noble fellowship of prophets praise you.  
The white-robed army of martyrs praise you.  
Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you;  
    Father, of majesty unbounded,  
    your true and only Son, worthy of all worship, 
    and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide. 

You, Christ, are the king of glory,  
the eternal Son of the Father.  
When you became man to set us free  
you did not shun the Virgin's womb.  
You overcame the sting of death  
and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.  
You are seated at God's right hand in glory.  
We believe that you will come and be our judge.  
    Come then, Lord, and help your people,  
    bought with the price of your own blood,  
    and bring us with your saints  
    to glory everlasting.  
 

A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 
Once more Jesus spoke to the people in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven 
may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his 
slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not 
come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I 
have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and 
everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ But they made light of it and went 
away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves, 
mistreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops, 
destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, ‘The 
wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the main 
streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ Those slaves went out 
into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the 
wedding hall was filled with guests. 
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“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not 
wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without 
a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind 
him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called, but few are chosen.” 

Celebrant      The Word of the Lord. 
People           Thanks be to God. 

 
The Homily                                     The Rev. Kathleen Murray 

 

The Blessing of the Animals 
(Name of animal) May you be blessed in the Name God, the Creator, Redeemer and of the 
Sustainer. May you and human caregiver enjoy life together and find joy with the God who 
created you. Amen.  
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The Apostles' Creed           BCP, p. 96 

Officiant and People together 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
    creator of heaven and earth;  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
        and born of the Virgin Mary.  
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
        was crucified, died, and was buried.  
    He descended to the dead.  
    On the third day he rose again.  
    He ascended into heaven,  
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
    the holy catholic Church,  
    the communion of saints,  
    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body,  
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
The Prayers               BCP, pp. 97-98 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
          on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day, our daily bread. 
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And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The officiant offers the Suffrages 
V.    Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
R.    Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
V.    Day by day we bless you;  
R.    We praise your name for ever.  
V.    Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
R.    Have mercy on us, Lord have mercy. 
V.    Lord, show us your love and mercy;  
R.    For we put our trust in you. 
V.    In you, Lord, is our hope;  
R.    And we shall never hope in vain. 

The Officiant then says the following Collects            BCP, pp. 98-100 

The Collect of the Day 

Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may continually be 
given to good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

A Collect for Sundays 

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of 
your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the 
week to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Collect for Peace 

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to serve 
you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; 
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that we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through 
the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Collect for Grace 

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought us in safety to this new day: 
Preserve us with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome by 
adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

A Collect for Guidance 

Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you so to 
guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we 
may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever in your sight; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

This prayer for mission is added 

Lord Jesus Christ, you have stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross 
that everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in your 
Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know you to 
the knowledge and love of you; for the honor of your Name. Amen. 
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Hymn        Rejoice, ye pure in heart! 
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The General Thanksgiving        BCP, p. 101 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,  
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks  
for all your goodness and loving-kindness  
to us and to all whom you have made.  
We bless you for our creation, preservation,  
and all the blessings of this life;  
but above all for your immeasurable love  
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;  
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,  
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  
not only with our lips, but in our lives,  
by giving up our selves to your service,  
and by walking before you  
in holiness and righteousness all our days;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when 
two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill 
now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world 
knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Officiant Let us bless the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
Officiant Glory to God who power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we 
can ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in 
Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. 
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All music reprinted with Ritesong Order Number:78141f33-ce72-4540-9c2c-77638f29b7f4    Date: 3/20/2020 
– 3/19/2021. 
MP3 recordings of congregational music is provided by Rev. Clyde McLennan. “As from October, 2015, I, 
Rev. Clyde McLennan, performer in this collection, have assigned my performer rights in this collection to 
Hymnary.org. Non-commercial use of these recordings is permitted. For permission to use them for any other 
purposes, please contact manager@hymnary.org.” 
 

 
 

REMINDER 
We are at Shrine Mont for Sunday service next week! Please remember to RSVP by this 

evening if you’re coming for the service and indicate if you’ll be joining for lunch. 

Weekday Virtual Services on Facebook Live (facebook.com/beckfordparish) 
Mondays, 9 a.m. Morning prayer  
Wednesdays, 5:30 p.m. Evening prayer 
Sunday-Thursday 9 p.m. Compline 
 

Virtual Fellowship Opportunities 
Thursdays, 11 a.m. – 12 p.m., Drop-in office hours via Zoom  
  with Mother Kathy 
Fridays, 8 p.m. Bedtime story with Mother Kathy on  
  Facebook Live followed by Compline 
Sundays, Coffee Hour for parishioners immediately following   
 Morning Prayer service on Zoom  
 

Updates 
Please check your email, Facebook and our website, shenandoahepiscoplians.org, often for 
updates, links to Zoom and other important information. 

mailto:manager@hymnary.org
https://www.shenandoahepiscoplians.org/

